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May 9, 2012 
 
Chairman Robert Reed and Members 
Atlanta Urban Design Commission 
55 Trinity Avenue, S.W. Suite 3350 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303  
 
The Honorable Kwanza Hall, Councilmember 
Atlanta City Council 
55 Trinity Avenue, S.W. Suite 2900 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-3584  
 
Dear Chairman Reed and Councilmember Hall: 
 
The National Trust for Historic Preservation has been made aware of the Georgia Tech 
Foundation’s intent to demolish approximately two-thirds of Atlanta’s Crum and Forster 
Building, and to reduce the footprint of the Landmarked area through de-designation 
legislation. As the nation’s leading historic preservation advocate, the National Trust has a 
long-term concern about this proposal, having offered previous comments in June and 
July of 2008. We welcome the opportunity to provide additional comments, and we thank 
you for the deliberate path the city is taking to address this issue. On behalf of the 
National Trust and our preservation partners in Atlanta, we respectfully urge that the 
Atlanta Urban Design Commission (AUDC) should deny Georgia Tech Foundation’s 
demolition request and that the Atlanta City Council should deny the de-designation 
request. Instead, the Foundation should be encouraged to devise a strategy fully 
incorporating the building into the life of Atlanta’s Midtown. 
 
Constructed in 1926 in the Beaux-Arts style, the Crum and Forster Building received 
Landmark designation by the AUDC, an action unanimously approved by the Atlanta City 
Council on August 25, 2009 and signed by the Mayor. The National Trust is aware of the 
fact that the Georgia Tech Foundation has opposed this designation and has appealed 
that legislative decision to Fulton County Superior Court, as well as the decision by the 
Office of Planning and the Board of Zoning Adjustment to deny the Foundation’s request 
to replace the building with surface parking.  
 
The National Trust acknowledges the Foundation’s decision to acquire the Crum and 
Forster Building, located on a parcel adjoining Georgia Tech’s Technology Square, for the 
purposes of redevelopment.  However, we must remind the City Council and the AUDC 
that, in its current state, the property retains an exceptionally high degree of integrity, and 
fully meets the criteria established in Section 16-20.004 of the City’s Preservation 
Ordinance. Chapter 20 of the Ordinance not only calls for the protection of such buildings, 
but also for the promotion of sound design principles where new development or 
redevelopment is sought.  
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It is the opinion of the National Trust that de-designation of any portion of the Crum and 
Forster Building would run counter to requirements contained within the City’s 
Preservation Ordinance, undermining legislation that has consistently provided a balanced 
and viable approach to protecting the City’s built environment for 23 years. The de-
designation of the Crum and Forster Building would establish a dangerous precedent, 
providing a mechanism for circumventing the legal basis by which Atlanta’s preservation 
activity is governed.  
 
At a time when issues of sustainability and heightened environmental consciousness point 
strongly towards adaptive reuse of existing structures, we encourage Georgia Tech and 
the Georgia Tech Foundation to assume the leadership role they have assumed in the past 
with such certainty. We respectfully request that the AUDC deny the Foundation’s request 
for building demolition, that the City Council deny the de-designation legislation, and that 
Georgia Tech and the Foundation fully integrate the Crum and Forster Building into the 
campus of Tech Square. On behalf of the National Trust, I thank you for opportunity to 
share our concerns.  
 
Sincerely: 

 
Elizabeth S. Merritt 
Deputy General Counsel 
 
cc: The Honorable Kasim Reed, Mayor, City of Atlanta 

The Honorable Ceasar C. Mitchell, President, Atlanta City Council 
Doug Young, Executive Director, Atlanta Urban Design Commission 

 Mark McDonald, President, Georgia Trust 
 Boyd Coons, Executive Director, Atlanta Preservation Center 
 David Crass, Division Director, Historic Preservation Division 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


